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When she supposed thus, or consented to any such
thoughts through the work of any man or through any
evil spirit in her mind, which would many a time have
made her leave her good purpose, had the mighty hand
of Our Lord's mercy not withstood his great malice, then
lacked she grace and devotion and all good thoughts and
all good desires, till she was, through the mercy of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, compelled to believe steadfastly, with-
out any doubt, that it was God Who spake in her, and
would be magnified in her for His Own goodness and her
profit and for the profit of many others.

And when she believed that it was God and no evil
spirit that gave her so much grace of devotion, contrition 983
and holy contemplation, then had she so many holy
thoughts, holy speeches, and dalliance in her soul, teach-
ing her how she should love God, how she should worship
Him and serve Him, that she could never repeat but a few
of them.

They were so holy and so high that she was abashed to
tell them to any creature, and also they were so high above
her bodily wits that she might never express them with
her bodily tongue, as she felt them.

She understood them better in her soul than she could
utter them.

If one of her confessors came to her when she rose up
newly from her contemplation, or else from her medita-
tion, she could have told him many things of the dalliance
that Our Lord made with her soul, and in a short time
after, she had forgotten the most part thereof, and nigh
all of it.
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